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Introduction 

As your students work in Fast ForWord, it is possible some students may struggle in certain exercises. 

The Results tab in MySciLEARN will identify these struggling students with an alert flag. To see these 

flags, login to MySciLEARN, go to the Results tab, and select All Students or a specific group. If a student 

begins to struggle in one or more exercises, you will see the word Intervene under the status column on 

the Implementation Success Report. If you are viewing the Percent Complete Report, you will see a red 

flag next to each exercise percentage if the student is not progressing as expected in that exercise. You 

may click the word Intervene or the red flag to access timely interventions to help the student move 

forward. 

This Student Success Guide contains all the interventions that you can access from the alert flags for 

Reading Readiness. A Student Intervention Guide for each product is available from the Resource 

Library. We have designed these interventions for you, the teacher or Fast ForWord coach, who is 

working directly with the students. The interventions contain the following information: 

 Exercise descriptions 

 A general framework for working with struggling students 

 Using the student data to identify areas for improvement 

 One-on-one and small group intervention ideas 
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Simple Steps to Student Success 

What Causes Intervention Flags?  
When a student does not make expected gains over time, you will see the word Intervene appear next to 
the student’s name on the Implementation Success Report. You will also see a red alert flag appear next 
to each exercise percentage on the Percent Complete Report. Both of these reports are located on the 
Results tab in MySciLEARN using the menu in the upper left hand corner. 

Resolving Intervention Flags is Critical to Student Success! 
Intervene flags will prevent students from receiving a switch or complete flag and a follow up RPI 
assessment (while using Auto-Assign).  Motivation may become an issue for students with Intervene 
flags. 

Determine Why Students are Receiving Intervene Flags 
After looking at the Implementation Success Report or Percent Complete Report to see which students 
are struggling, follow the steps below and use the rest of the interventions in this guide to help your 
students move forward. 

Check the Equipment 
Ensure that headphones are working properly? 
Check volume level. 
Is the mouse working correctly? 
Are keyboard shortcuts working correctly? 

Check for Understanding 
Ask student to explain the exercise to you. 
Do they understand the expectations of the exercise? 
Do they understand how to use the mouse or keyboard? 
Ask:  “Can you tell me what this exercise wants you to do?” 

Listen with the Student 
Listen in with student (We recommend a stereo audio splitter that enables you to plug in two headsets 
into the computer). 
Listen to what they hear. 
Ask the student to tell you what they hear. 
Naming sounds can be helpful as well. 
Help students understand the difference between sounds that are the same and those that are different. 

Select a Specific Intervention  
This guide includes interventions for specific exercises. 
Make the interventions easy for the student to understand. 
Work with your students until they start experiencing success. 
If one intervention doesn’t work, try another one in this guide. 
Go to the Resource Library and enter the name of the exercise to see more intervention ideas for that 
exercise. 

Monitor for Success 
Verify your students are following the protocol (you can use the daily usage report to check this). 
Let them work on the exercise for a couple of days. 
Review the group level Percent Complete report to see if your students are showing improvement. 
Congratulate your students on their hard work. 

 
If you need further assistance please see contact options for our Global Support Team at 

https://www.scilearn.com/company/contact-us/ 

 

https://www.scilearn.com/company/contact-us/
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Inside the Tummy 

The student is having difficulty with the word exercise Inside the Tummy. In this exercise, the student 

matches colored shapes using the mouse to click and drag objects into matching outlined shapes inside 

the bear’s tummy. Make sure the student clearly understands the task of the exercise. Ask the student to 

explain the exercise to you. Do they understand the expectations of the exercise? Do they understand 

how to use the mouse or keyboard? Ask:  “Can you tell me what this exercise wants you to do?” 

 

Once the student demonstrates an understanding of the task, use the interventions below as a way to 

build the skills necessary to succeed in this exercise. If the difficulty appears to be motivation, please go 

to the Resource Library under the SciLEARNU tab and search for the word “Motivation” for resources on 

keeping students motivated.  You may also search for Inside the Tummy or Reading Readiness to locate 

the Teacher Manual and additional resources in the Resource Library. 

 

One-on-one Interventions 

 

Verify Color and Shape Knowledge 

Resources:  Y-jack splitter attached to the student’s headset and a second headset so you can listen in as 

the student works. 

Activity:  Listen with the student as he or she completes the Inside the Tummy exercise. Have the 

student point to each shape and name the shape and color. Then ask the student to point to 

where the object should be placed on the screen. Have the student use the mouse to click, 

hold and drag the shape correctly once he or she has demonstrated where it should be 

placed. 

Inside the Tummy – Puzzle Pieces (One-on-one Activity or Small Group/Classroom 

Activity) 

Resources: Inside the Tummy Shapes Document in the Appendix. 

Activity:  Print out the Inside the Tummy Shapes Document and work with the student on identifying 

shapes and colors. 
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Hungry Tummy 

The student is having difficulty with the word exercise Hungry Tummy. In this exercise, the student 

responds to verbal cues to identify and select shapes of varied sizes and colors, then drags the specified 

shapes into the bear’s mouth. Make sure the student clearly understands the task of the exercise. Ask the 

student to explain the exercise to you. Do they understand the expectations of the exercise? Do they 

understand how to use the mouse or keyboard? Ask:  “Can you tell me what this exercise wants you to 

do?” 

 

Once the student demonstrates an understanding of the task, use the interventions below as a way to 

build the skills necessary to succeed in this exercise. If the difficulty appears to be motivation, please go 

to the Resource Library under the SciLEARNU tab and search for the word “Motivation” for resources on 

keeping students motivated.  You may also search for Hungry Tummy or Reading Readiness to locate 

the Teacher Manual and additional resources in the Resource Library. 

 

One-on-one Interventions 

 
Listen with the Student During the Exercise 

Resources:  Y-jack splitter attached to the student’s headset and a second headset so you can listen in as 

the student works. 

Activity:  Listen with the student as he or she completes the Hungry Tummy exercise. Confirm the 

student is familiar with the mouse and is able to drag each shape to the bear’s mouth. 

Additionally, ask the student to repeat back the sentence to you before clicking on the screen. 

This will help you identify if the student is having trouble with listening comprehension and/or 

attention skills. 

Use Error Reports 

Resources:  MySciLEARN Reports and Hungry Tummy Shapes Document in the Appendix. 

Activity:  The Error Reports provide a wealth of information to help you pinpoint areas a student needs 

to work on. Go to the Results tab in MySciLEARN, select All Students or a specific group, 

and click on the student’s name to pull up the Progress History Report. Scroll to the bottom of 

the screen to locate the Error Reports. Open Hungry Tummy to see a record of all the shapes 

and colors the student has missed. This record is based on the date range.  If a student has 

worked for longer than four weeks, you will need to expand the date range to include all days 

worked if you wish to see all the errors since the student started working. 

After you have identified the colors and shapes the student has missed most often, determine 

where the errors are coming from. If the student is missing a lot of directions with colors only 

or objects with one just one attribute, the student may simply need to pay closer attention to 

following directions. If the student is missing more answers with objects containing two or 

three properties, the student may need to improve his or her working memory. You may find it 

useful to print out the Hungry Tummy Shapes Document so you can demonstrate these 

directions or have the student practice sentences you have identified from the Error Report. 
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Packing Pig Goes to Work 

The student is having difficulty with the word exercise Packing Pig Goes to Work. In this exercise, the 

student listens to a target letter. Several different letters are displayed and the student must select the 

target letter. Make sure the student clearly understands the task of the exercise. Ask the student to 

explain the exercise to you. Do they understand the expectations of the exercise? Do they understand 

how to use the mouse or keyboard? Ask:  “Can you tell me what this exercise wants you to do?” 

 

Once the student demonstrates an understanding of the task, use the interventions below as a way to 

build the skills necessary to succeed in this exercise. If the difficulty appears to be motivation, please go 

to the Resource Library under the SciLEARNU tab and search for the word “Motivation” for resources on 

keeping students motivated.  You may also search for Packing Pig Goes to Work or Reading Readiness 

to locate the Teacher Manual and additional resources in the Resource Library. 

 

One-on-one Interventions 

Listen with the student during the exercise 

Resources:  Y-jack splitter attached to the student’s headset and a second headset so you can listen in as 

the student works. 

Activity:  Listen with the student as he or she completes the Packing Pig Goes to Work exercise. In the 

early levels, the target letter flashes to give the student a visual que of which letter to select. 

In later levels, there is no visual que. As you listen to the student, determine if you need to 

help the student remain focused or if the student is having trouble associating the spoken 

letter to the written letter. 

Use Error Reports 

Resources:  MySciLEARN Reports 

Activity:  The Error Reports provide a wealth of information to help you pinpoint areas a student needs 

to work on. Go to the Results tab in MySciLEARN, select All Students or a specific group, 

and click on the student’s name to pull up the Progress History Report. Scroll to the bottom of 

the screen to locate the Error Reports. Open Packing Pig Goes to Work to see a record of all 

the letters the student has missed. This record is based on the date range.  If a student has 

worked for longer than four weeks, you will need to expand the date range to include all days 

worked if you wish to see all the errors since the student started working. 

Identify the letters the student has missed consistently. The student may need your help 

learning the letter/sound correspondence of these letters.  

Packing Pig Goes to Work – Alphabet Match (One-on-one Activity or Small Group 

Activity) 

Materials: Game board with five alphabet letters; five matching alphabet cards  

Activity:  Turn five cards face down. Direct the student to choose one card and cover the matching 

letter on the game board with the card face down.  
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Packing Pig Has Lunch 

The student is having difficulty with the word exercise Packing Pig Has Lunch. In this exercise, the 

student identifies and selects matching pairs of letters in a grid. The student clicks a box with a letter in it, 

listens to the letter, and then clicks the box with the corresponding uppercase or lowercase letter. Make 

sure the student clearly understands the task of the exercise. Ask the student to explain the exercise to 

you. Do they understand the expectations of the exercise? Do they understand how to use the mouse or 

keyboard? Ask:  “Can you tell me what this exercise wants you to do?” 

 

Once the student demonstrates an understanding of the task, use the interventions below as a way to 

build the skills necessary to succeed in this exercise. If the difficulty appears to be motivation, please go 

to the Resource Library under the SciLEARNU tab and search for the word “Motivation” for resources on 

keeping students motivated.  You may also search for Packing Pig Has Lunch or Reading Readiness to 

locate the Teacher Manual and additional resources in the Resource Library. 

 

One-on-one Interventions 

 

Verify Alphabet Letter Matches with student 

 

Resources:  Y-jack splitter attached to the student’s headset and a second headset so you can listen in as 

the student works. 

Activity:  Level 1:  As the letters appear in the grid, have the student point to a letter and name that 

letter, then point to the matching letter. After saying the matching letters, then have the 

student use the mouse to click the matching letters to clear them. This slows the student 

down to improve focus and accuracy. 

 

   Level 2:  Since letters are not visible in the grid until a square is clicked, make sure the 

student is making a match as soon as it is presented by clicking back on the matching letter 

before moving on to display other letters. 

  

   Level 3:  In this level, letters are only visible for a brief time when clicked. To help the student 

remember where a matching letter was first seen, encourage the student to use a familiar 

pattern such as the reading pattern (top row from left to right, then move down to next row, 

follow left to right again). Using familiar patterns can help the student remember where the 

letters occurred. 
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Use Error Reports 

Resources:  MySciLEARN Reports 

Activity:  The Error Reports provide a wealth of information to help you pinpoint areas a student needs 

to work on. Go to the Results tab in MySciLEARN, select All Students or a specific group, 

and click on the student’s name to pull up the Progress History Report. Scroll to the bottom of 

the screen to locate the Error Reports. Open Packing Pig Has Lunch to see a record of all the 

consonants the student has missed. This record is based on the date range.  If a student has 

worked for longer than four weeks, you will need to expand the date range to include all days 

worked if you wish to see all the errors since the student started working. 

Identify the letters the student has missed consistently. The student may need your help 

learning the letter/sound correspondence of these letters.  

Packing Pig Has Lunch – Alphabet Match (One-on-one Activity or Small Group Activity) 

Resources: Game board with three alphabet letters; nine matching alphabet cards  

Activity:  Turn nine cards face down. Direct the student to turn one card at a time face up and then 

match the card to the corresponding letter on the game board.  
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Houndini 

The student is having difficulty with the word exercise Houndini. In this exercise, the student is presented 

with four words and must identify the word with a different initial, medial, or final sound compared to the 

other three words. Make sure the student clearly understands the task of the exercise. Ask the student to 

explain the exercise to you. Do they understand the expectations of the exercise? Do they understand 

how to use the mouse or keyboard? Ask:  “Can you tell me what this exercise wants you to do?” 

 

Once the student demonstrates an understanding of the task, use the interventions below as a way to 

build the skills necessary to succeed in this exercise. If the difficulty appears to be motivation, please go 

to the Resource Library under the SciLEARNU tab and search for the word “Motivation” for resources on 

keeping students motivated.  You may also search for Houndini or Reading Readiness to locate the 

Teacher Manual and additional resources in the Resource Library. 

 

One-on-one Interventions 

 
Listen to the Student During the Exercise 

Resources:  Y-jack splitter attached to the student’s headset and a second headset so you can listen in as 

the student works. 

Activity:  Listen with the student as he or she completes the Houndini exercise. After Houndini has 

read all four words, ask the student to repeat the words back to you and then select 

word/picture with the different initial, medial, or final sound. In later levels which display the 

words without pictures, Houndini does not pronounce the words. Have the student read these 

words aloud. 

Use Error Reports 

Resources:  MySciLEARN Reports 

Activity:  The Error Reports provide a wealth of information to help you pinpoint areas a student needs 

to work on. Go to the Results tab in MySciLEARN, select All Students or a specific group, 

and click on the student’s name to pull up the Progress History Report. Scroll to the bottom of 

the screen to locate the Error Reports. Open Houndini to see a record of all the word sets the 

student has missed. This record is based on the date range.  If a student has worked for 

longer than four weeks, you will need to expand the date range to include all days worked if 

you wish to see all the errors since the student started working. 

Identify the initial, medial, or final sounds the student has missed consistently. The student 

may need your help learning the letter/sound correspondence of these sounds or may have 

trouble decoding the words. 

Match the Sounds (One-on-one Activity) 

Resources: Picture cutouts from a phonics coloring book showing pictures whose names start with single 

consonants. Group them together in groups of four with three pictures starting with the same 

consonant and one picture starting with a contrasting consonant.  

Activity:  Direct student to name the four pictures and group together the three pictures that start with 

the same consonant.  
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Coaster 

The student is having difficulty with the word exercise Coaster. In this exercise, the student listens to a 

consonant and then selects the correct written consonant being displayed. Make sure the student clearly 

understands the task of the exercise. Ask the student to explain the exercise to you. Do they understand 

the expectations of the exercise? Do they understand how to use the mouse or keyboard? Ask:  “Can you 

tell me what this exercise wants you to do?” 

 

Once the student demonstrates an understanding of the task, use the interventions below as a way to 

build the skills necessary to succeed in this exercise. If the difficulty appears to be motivation, please go 

to the Resource Library under the SciLEARNU tab and search for the word “Motivation” for resources on 

keeping students motivated.  You may also search for Coaster or Reading Readiness to locate the 

Teacher Manual and additional resources in the Resource Library. 

 

One-on-one Interventions 

 
Listen with the Student During the Exercise 

Resources:  Y-jack splitter attached to the student’s headset and a second headset so you can listen in as 

the student works. 

Activity:  Listen with the student as he or she completes the Coaster exercise. After the student listens 

to the consonant, ask him or her to repeat back the consonant to you before clicking on the 

coaster car. Then have the student point to each car and pronounce the consonant.  Select 

the car matching the first spoken consonant. This is especially helpful when each car has a 

different letter. 

Use Error Reports 

Resources:  MySciLEARN Reports 

Activity:  The Error Reports provide a wealth of information to help you pinpoint areas a student needs 

to work on. Go to the Results tab in MySciLEARN, select All Students or a specific group, 

and click on the student’s name to pull up the Progress History Report. Scroll to the bottom of 

the screen to locate the Error Reports. Open Coaster to see a record of all the consonants 

the student has missed. This record is based on the date range.  If a student has worked for 

longer than four weeks, you will need to expand the date range to include all days worked if 

you wish to see all the errors since the student started working. 

Identify the consonants the student has missed consistently. The student may need your help 

learning the letter/sound correspondence of these consonants.  
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Listen and Look (One-on-one Activity) 

Resources: Pictures of items that begin with the consonants used in Coaster instruction such as ‘s’, ’l’,’ 

m’, ’d’. Attach the pictures to 3x5 cards. Letter cards (3x5 cards) on which are written the 

individual consonant letters to match the pictures.  

Activity:  Create two stacks of items, one stack of pictures and one stack of letters, turned face down. 

Direct the student to draw one picture card, say the name for the picture and the consonant 

with which the picture starts. Next, direct the student to draw a letter card to match the 

consonant sound in the picture. Continue drawing the letter cards until a match is found. 
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Appendix 

The following pages contain supplemental materials you can use to help your students if they encounter 

Intervene Flags. 
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Inside the Tummy Sample Shapes 
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Hungry Tummy Sample Shapes 

 

 

 

 

 

 


